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Way-Word” Bible Study
March 23

For the eccentric and unconventional
Every 4th Tuesday

6:30 pm

Spiritual Connections 
Wednesdays,  7:00 pm

Please read : Joshua 5:9-12

2 Corinthians 5:16-21, Luke 15:1-3,11b-32

Personal Boot Camp
Four-week Session 1 ½ Hour each

Thursdays,  5:30 p.m. 
Contact David Adams, Sr.  

322-5142 or 
cptadams54@yahoo.com

February Birthdays

An Opportunity to Be a Gift
Prayerfully make a special offering to 

Free Spirit Worship Center.

Ten Exercise mats were 

recently donated for 

Personal Boot Camp 

From the pastor’s … 

15 Caelyn Randall

26 Liz Clark

28 Donna Montague

29  James Jeffery

“TheParable of the Dysfunctional Family”(Luke 15:1-3; 11b-32)

One child treats his family as though they were dead. The other

is resentful to be left at home to be the dutiful one who sees the

parent’sforgiveness of the returning one as a waste. The one

who left couldn’tcare less about anyone but self. Yes, many

friends were made due to a lack good steward of the inheritance

and common sense, lavishly spending money on them and

showing them a grand old time. But when the money ran out, so

did the so called “bestfriends.” The other sibling was jealous

and filled with envy that the brash one could live the life desired.

Both grown children showed little respect for the parent, whose

decisions were final and did not allow for family consultations.

The question, “Whois the Prodigal? In his book "The Return of

the Prodigal Son," Henri Nouwen points out: Jesus became the

prodigal for our sake, who left the house of his heavenly Parent,

came to a foreign country, gave away all that he had, and

returned through his cross to the birth home. All of this he did,

not as a rebellious one but as the obedient one, sent out to bring

home all the lost children of God…Jesus is the prodigal child of

the prodigal Parent who gave away everything the Parent had

entrusted to so that I could…so that you could…so that we

could…become like Jesus and return with him to the heavenly

birth home. This story confronts us with a world where we have

a home, where there is someone who is determined to love us,

and where siblings who leave and resentful siblings who won't

leave are all claimed and waited for and celebrated. Please note

that the story does not have an ending. We are left to wonder if

the older brother will accept the parent’sinvitation to come in to

the party. In the best story telling fashion, Jesus leaves the story

open ended so that we must finish it for ourselves. And we are.

For every church family has their younger sibling. These are

those who are always gasping for air, threatening to leave, and

sometimes leaving with their share of the inheritance. But before

we become too judgmental of them, always keep in mind that

there exists another sibling within each of us who is gasping,

reaching for space, and kicking at the established boundaries.

(William Willimon, "When God's Story is Your Story, "Pulpit

Resource, March 26, 1995)
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Friends of UCOM Sunday, March 28

All proceeds will benefit 

United Church Outreach Ministry

As a tribute to Homework House, UCOM’s 

founding program, donate a new or gently used 

children’s book at the concert for additional chances to win one of many fabulous door prizes!! 

Each book you bring will give you one additional entry and increase your chances to win!! The 

chance to participate in a 50/50 raffle will also be available during the reception.

Reception at 6pm - Concert at 7pm

Aquinas Performing Arts Center

1607 Robinson Road SE, Grand Rapids 49506

Tickets available at $20 each - Groups are welcome!

For more information or to purchase a ticket call 616.241.4006 

or  www.UCOMgr.org 

Celtic Woodwinds
Kristen 

Hartnagel

Philip 

Pletcher

Annual Forum Friday, March 26

Kentwood Community Church

Registration/Breakfast: 8:00 a.m. Program: 8:30-11:30 a.m.

Speaker: Victor Lee Lewis, Leader in the Field of Anti-

Oppression Diversity Work and Alliance Building, will be 

inspiring us with "Lessons Learned from The Color of Fear". 

Register today!  www.prfc-gr.org

Cost: $25.00 

Daylight 
Savings Time

Begins 
March 14

Turn your 
clocks ahead
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